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Dear Friends, 
As we celebrate our once-in-a-
lifetime 50th anniversary, I am 
delighted to report on the impact 
of your generosity. Looking 
back on the turmoil of the 
past year, when it would have 
been entirely understandable 
for our friends, alumni, and 
philanthropic partners to 
be more cautious, you came 
together to provide support 
for Metro State students. 

Your generosity in the midst of 
uncertainty and sometimes fear 
is an expression of faith in our 
campus community and hope for 
the future. It reflects the spirit of 

Metro State, which has always 
seen opportunity in the 

midst of struggle. 

In these 
pages, you 
will read 
about Antavia 
Paredes, a 
chemistry 

student and single parent who 
received a scholarship from the 
Jason R. Carter Endowment 
in Science. Like many of our 
students, Antavia has demonstrated 
perseverance and academic 
achievement throughout her 
academic career. Receiving a 
scholarship empowered her to 
pursue her degree and give back 
to the community by working 
as the program coordinator 
for Metro State’s First Saturday 
Science program, bringing science 
education to children and families 
in the Dayton’s Bluff neighborhood. 

Coming together to create a more 
equitable society has been woven 
into the fabric of the university. 
When North Central University 
President Scott Hagan challenged 
the nation’s universities to establish 
scholarships in the name of George 
Floyd, it became a top priority 
for our university to answer this 
call. This report shares a behind-
the-scenes look at a call to action 
becoming a reality through the 

commitment of our alumni, staff, 
and friends. 

As I look forward to the next 
fifty years, I am grateful for your 
partnership in continuing to meet 
our mission of serving the unmet 
higher education needs of the 
Twin Cities area. Metro State has 
spent the last fifty years honing the 
educational innovations that will 
be needed to thrive in the next fifty. 
I am confident that our future will 
be bold and innovative, preparing 
students and alumni to create a 
just and equitable community and 
solve problems we may not even 
have imagined yet. Thank you for 
joining us on this journey and for 
embracing our vision of providing 
an excellent and inclusive 
education for all who seek it. 

Virginia “Ginny” Arthur J.D. ’17 
(Honorary)

President, Metropolitan State 
University

President’s Thank You
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The murder of George Floyd, a Minneapolis man, during an encoun-
ter with police officers on May 25, 2020, sent shockwaves through 
the Twin Cities community, the nation, and indeed the world. And 

while the aftermath reflected the level of systemic trauma and entrenched 
resistance to change that engendered the tragedy in the first place, a de-
sire to create and resource initiatives promoting lasting equity blossomed 
from organizations and individuals alike. Retired Dean of Student Services 
Joyce LeClaire ’75, watching funeral services for George Floyd, listened to 
a challenge by North Central University President Scott Hagan to set up a 
scholarship at North Central in Mr. Floyd’s name, she realized, “Metropol-
itan State is probably an even better place for a scholarship like that, and it 
needs to be doing something like this.” From there, the idea, and the initial 
gift to start the fund, was born.

The response from the University Foundation was immediate. Vice Pres-
ident for University Advancement Rita Dibble remembers, “This was 

obviously a very important effort to get behind, and quickly. We worked 
to leverage our major donors, and tapped Dean of Students Maya Sullivan 
and former School of Urban Education Dean Timothy Berry to craft the 
scholarship description and award criteria.” 

MAKING A LASTING IMPACT

Among those who heeded the call was Ernest Grumbles, of Grumbles Law, 
LLC. “Like a lot of people living in Minneapolis and Saint Paul, we felt the 
anger, anxiety, and worry brought about not only by George Floyd’s death, 
but by people being forced to confront the injustice, and worse still, the 
indifference to the plight of Blacks in the United States… we arrived at a 
moment, which while terrible, was an opportunity to have our collective 
eyes opened and actually take action.” 

As he and those at his boutique law firm based in downtown Saint Paul 

Making a Difference 
So Others Can Make a Difference
By Matthew Spillum ’06lumpillum ’06
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considered their individual responses, Ernest looked back at some of his 
formative adult experiences. “People try to make an impact in different 
ways: putting out messaging, donating money, lending support… I worked 
as an inner-city school teacher at a Catholic elementary school in the 
Bronx working with a nearly all non-white student body after growing up 
in considerably less diverse circumstances in Dallas, and was forced to 
confront that difference and work in a social justice-oriented program. So 
my mind set is always on how to make lasting change, and education is one 
of the most powerful I know. Right away, I thought about what the firm 
could do: make a contribution to a scholarship.” 

As Ernest thought about what school to contact, he reached out to a friend, 
Wilson Garland, former executive director for Advance IT Minnesota, 
co-located with Metropolitan State, who connected Ernest to the staff at 
the foundation. While that personal connection was important, he could 
see, like Joyce before him, that Metropolitan State was a fitting choice for a 

number of reasons. “We’re really just down 
the Seventh Street hill from the campus, 
so we see it every day looking East. But I 
also particularly wanted to contribute 
to a school that was serving a diverse 
population, one that was open and 
financially accessible, a place that 
was serving students in different 
economic situations, including 
working students.” 

RECIPIENTS AS IMPACT 
MULTIPLIERS

While every scholarship 
makes an impact, on the 

By empowering people to finish 

school, without debt, it really allows 

you to do the work you’re really 

meaning to do, instead of having to 

take whatever job you can find just to 

pay that debt back.
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person receiving it, the organization working with that student, and the 
community benefiting from the education of its member, a scholarship like 
the George Floyd Memorial Endowed Scholarship for Racial and Social 
Justice has continuing impact at its very heart. The scholarship is awarded 
to an undergraduate student who demonstrates commitment to racial eq-
uity and social justice. As something designed to perpetuate that commit-
ment, it stands to reason that equity and social justice should continue to 
be championed by those awarded this scholarship. Essence Williams, the 
initial recipient of this scholarship, provides a wonderful picture of how 
that initial impact can continue on. 

At the time the scholarship was first announced, Essence was struggling 
with a lack of financial aid. “I lost a lot of hope and kind of just like think-
ing I need to take loans out, I didn’t have any funding and I had to pay a 
little bit of money out of pocket, so I just started looking online seeing 
what scholarships were available and I saw that the George Floyd scholar-
ship had opened for applications.” 

Essence worked at the time as a legal advocate at Domestic Abuse Project, 
a domestic violence center in Minneapolis, helping families who are fleeing 
or attempting to flee domestic violence. “I knew I had to be a voice for the 
BIPOC community and contribute to breaking the faulty criminal justice 
system,” says Essence. That work aligned seamlessly with the focus of the 
George Floyd scholarship, and her application was a unanimous choice for 
the selection committee. 

And while the undeniable impact of direct financial support was itself pow-
erful, Essence can see other ways that this scholarship has impacted her life. 

“I can honestly say that Metro State showed up for me. Being a woman of 
color, not having funding for school, seeing all that was happening in my 
community… getting that email saying ‘you are the first recipient’ really 
boosted my confidence. As the university was asking if they could talk to 

me about my story and use that story to reach other people, I was like, wow, 
I can inspire other people that might be in my situation.” 
Essence, who plans on pursuing a Master’s degree in social work in the 
near future, also notes the way her story can be an inspiration on the donor 
side. “It is important to recognize that donating to a scholarship is more 
than just helping somebody pay for school; it is helping people be the rea-
son that other people stay in school.” 

THE IMPORTANCE OF ENDOWMENT FOR INDEPENDENCE

While it was important to bestow the first George Floyd Memorial Schol-
arship in 2020, Rita Dibble was driven to get the scholarship endowed. “It 
is one thing to be the first school in the (Minnesota State) system with a 
George Floyd Memorial scholarship, to recognize a student who works 
towards social justice and support their educational achievements, but to 
remove that assistance from the vagaries of appropriations and the chang-
ing focus of donors, we needed to get it endowed.” 

While endowment is a longer process, requiring enough funding to make 
the pool self-sustaining, the expedience of getting the scholarship awarded 
that same year was facilitated by 
the President’s Office generously 
granting their discretionary schol-
arship to the 2020 and 2021 recipi-
ents of the George Floyd Memorial 
Scholarship. After that, the fund is 
endowed, and can sustain itself. “It 
was the fastest endowment process 
I’ve ever seen; just extraordinary!” 
says Rita. “We want this program, 
and many other programs, to be in 
a position to grow, not merely stay 
afloat. We can only do this through 
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private gifts, because foundations don’t give to endowments. We need to 
tap into the generosity of people who actually believe in our anti-racist 
mission.” Reaching those people was accomplished not only through con-
tacting major donors, but making the George Floyd scholarship the focus 
of the foundation’s 2020 Give to the Max campaign. 

CONTINUING TO RIPPLE THE POND

It might seem a bit calculated to have to rely on individual consciences 
to directly impact issues of social justice. However, as Ernest Grumbles 
mentioned, we have to confront the indifference to the plight of others that 
is endemic in our society. Until such a time as this indifference is an odd 
aberration, the way forward is through the vision of the forward-thinkers. 

Given the fact that the enormous burden of student debt lands primarily 
on those with the most socioeconomic barriers to paying it off, endowed 

scholarships, with their sustainable base and independent potential for 
growth, might just be one of the most transformative tools for economic 
justice available to society. “By empowering people to finish school, with-
out debt,” says Essence Williams, “it really allows you to do the work you’re 
really meaning to do, instead of having to take whatever job you can find 
just to pay that debt back. Because that’s trauma of another kind.” In fact, 
she says that, “I actually had applied for a second job to help pay for the 
semester to avoid loans, but when I got the scholarship, I didn’t have to 

take it. I could actually focus on school instead 
of being overstressed by having two jobs 

while going to school full time.”

Livein MNe
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Taking a Leap of Faith: Antavia Paredes
By Lucia Rivas ’22

“Iwant to acknowledge the privilege 
it takes to make school your whole 
life, and I feel so lucky to have been 

able to do that,” says Antavia Paredes, an 
undergraduate chemistry student and 
Jason Carter Endowment in Science 
Scholarship awardee. 

Antavia completed her Liberal Arts 
associate’s degree at Minneapolis College, 
one class at a time, while working full 
time and caring for her son as a single 
mom. She knew continuing her education 
that way would take her a very long time 
but decided to wait for her son to start 
kindergarten before committing to a more 
demanding academic workload. 

When a childhood friend shared her 
rewarding experience at Metro State, 
Antavia was convinced to give it a try by 
taking one course—precalculus. Antavia 
recalls, “I decided that 
if I did well in this 
class, I would 
allow myself 
to pursue a 
chemistry 

degree.” As a first-generation college 
student, she lacked confidence and 
mentorship and felt unsure about 
pursuing a career in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math). 
However, with the support of faculty, staff, 
and peers, Antavia persisted and was able 
to succeed in the class. “Something that 
is obviously unique to Metro State is that 
it’s an Asian Pacific Islander and Native-
serving institution. And so, there are a lot 
more Native students like me here,” says 
Antavia.

“I took a leap of faith and enrolled full-
time and ended up doing really well,” 
Antavia continues. “I didn’t know how 
I was going to do that financially, so I 
applied for scholarships.” Her leap of 
faith was rewarded, and she earned a 

number of scholarships, as 
well as a student worker 
position at the Institute 
for Community 
Engagement and 
Scholarship (ICES) 

that allowed her to stay 
in school. In addition, 

Antavia gives credit to services at Metro 
State, such as the Student Parent Center 
for providing support and groceries 
through the Food for Thought Food 
Pantry. 

Antavia also participated in the 
Conservation Corps’ Increasing Diversity 
in Environmental Careers (IDEC) 
fellowship, a “college-to-careers pathway” 
for ‘underrepresented’ STEM students—
women, racial and ethnic minorities, and 
individuals with disabilities—who are 
interested in pursuing environmental 
careers. She did not know what to expect 
when she applied, but after her interview, 
she was welcomed into the cohort of 16 
selected from more than 100 applicants 
across the state. Antavia was provided 
with a scholarship and mentorship and 
later an internship at the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency. She says, “It 
was a full-time job, and they paid me 
really well. Fair pay is definitely a major 
piece in building educational equity.” 
She decided to stay and is now working 
as a hydro-geochemist, in charge of 
conducting literature reviews for research 

as well as collecting and analyzing 
groundwater samples in the lab. Antavia 
says, “My passion is at the intersection of 
environmental equity and making sure 
our water is safe for the next generation. 
And I love science, so I really love what I 
am doing.”

Antavia will graduate in December 2021 
with a BS in chemistry and is applying 
to PhD programs in Water Resources 
Sciences. She is determined and says 
that if she does not get in this year, she 
will continue working and apply again 
next year. “My goal is to be a research 
scientist and use my own labor and love 
of science to create a more equitable 
relationship with our environments and 
with our people,” Antavia says. She plans 
to work to correct the disconnect between 
the science done in the lab and how the 
things researchers study affects real people 
outside the lab. To her, it is also important 
to see the representation of minorities in 
science to benefit all communities, enrich 
scientific knowledge, and create a better 
world for future generations. 
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Living Her Values by 
Supporting Metropolitan 
State University: 
Lois West Duffy
By Rachel Hughes

Lois learned about Metro State with a 
phone call to the foundation when 
she was the vice president of the 

Ecolab Foundation. She was following up 
on a request the Metro State Foundation 
had submitted for the library, and she had 
many questions. She learned through that 
conversation that Metro State supported 
non-traditional students. She recognized 
herself in these students—she also took a 
non-traditional path to get her degree as a 
working adult and mother. This phone call 
launched her longtime relationship with 
Metropolitan State University.

Now retired, Lois remains connected to 
Metro State as a donor and volunteer. She 
explained why she continues to support 
the university, “It feels good to be able to 
participate in something important. Since 

I was young, I’ve been trying to move the 
world forward.” She knows her support of 
Metro State makes a difference.

And Lois knows that education can be 
a gateway to a wider world—this is why 
education is so significant to her. She 
described, “If you are truly willing to 
be educated, you learn so much about 
making a life versus making a living. You 
learn so much about the world around 
you. It builds self-confidence, and it’s a 
credential that opens doors for you as 
a desirable employee.” She hopes her 
support can help Metro State students 
achieve this.

Lois went back to school as a young 
mother and a graduate of Waldorf College 
and Mankato State University. She went 

on to earn her Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration from the Kennedy School 
at Harvard University. 

It makes sense for Lois to want to help 
others on their educational journey 
because education has opened so many 
doors for her. First in her career as a 
journalist who worked for a small daily 
newspaper and The Associated Press and 
later working as the press secretary to a 
U.S. Senator, communications director for 
the nonprofit Prison Fellowship, and as 
the community relations director and vice 
president of the Ecolab Foundation, from 
which she retired in 2003. 

Once she realized the possibilities 
that Metro State created for students 
pursuing a four-year degree, she knew 
she wanted to support this. When Lois 
retired from Ecolab, they provided her 
with an opportunity to contribute to the 
organization of 
her choice—
she chose to 
establish an 
endowed 
scholarship 
with Metro 
State—
the 

Lois West Duffy and Joe Duffy Endowed 
Scholarship. Since then, she has added to 
it with contributions of her own. She has 
been able to make a bigger contribution 
than she expected when she learned she 
could make a gift directly from her IRA. 
“The IRA gift is larger than what I’d make 
if giving from my monthly income—we 
both get more, me and Metro State!” Lois 
shared.

It is no surprise when Lois says, “Helping 
people always mattered a lot to me.” 
Her passion for helping people has been 
evident throughout her life: caring for 
30 foster children, raising her own three 
boys, and her dedication to Metro State 
and its students. When you talk with 
Lois, you can hear the compassion and 
enthusiasm in her voice as she explains 
her commitment to moving the world 
forward. We know that through her 
support of her scholarship fund, she will 

move students’ lives forward 
one scholarship at a time.
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I’ve been trying to move the world forward.
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The small site nestled between 
Metropolitan State’s Studio 
Arts building and the First 

Lutheran Church has become East 
Saint Paul’s newest treasure. The 
GROW-IT Center, the Gateway for 
Research, Outreach, Workforce 
Development, Innovation, 
and Teaching, is a year-round 
greenhouse and educational space 
designed to generate and share 
knowledge about urban food 
production, healthy food access, 
and environmental sustainability. 

Phase I of the GROW-IT Center 
project was completed in the fall 
of 2019. This first phase expanded 
greenhouse space by more than 
a third, rehabilitated a secure 
research area, and equipped the 
facility with a remote-controlled 

HVAC system that enables year-
round applied research and 
learning in pest management, soil 
health, urban tree propagation, and 
urban food production.

Phase II of the project is underway 
and will create a versatile space 
for demonstrations, workshops to 
maximize teaching, learning, and 
material exchanges envisioned by 
the university and its community 
partners.

The benefits of learning, teaching, 
and research at the center will 
have a long-lasting effect. The 
collaborative nature of this project 
also ensures the impact will be felt 
throughout the community. The 
GROW-IT Center will help prepare 
the next generation of scholars 
and practitioners concerned about 

achieving food security and a 
healthy environment. 

The university will use the space 
to bridge theory and practice for 
its students, enhancing existing 
courses and aligning them with 
the work of community partners. 
The center will be home to a 
stream of students from K-12 
schools, community colleges, and 
Metropolitan State as they advance 
their education and careers.

Rebuilding the GROW-IT 

Center would not have 

been possible without the 

philanthropic support of 

our funders. We would like 

to express our gratitude to 

our community partners 

for helping the vision come 

to life.

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Metropolitan State University

Bush Foundation

Manitou Fund

Hardenbergh Foundation

Metropolitan State University 

Foundation

Otto Bremer Trust

CHS Foundation

The McNeely Foundation

East Side Funders Group (Saint Paul & 

Minnesota Foundation)

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation

Neighborhood STAR Program

F. R. Bigelow Foundation

Nexus Community Partners

Boys Totem Town
GROW-IT CENTER PHASE I

The GROW-IT Center 
Nears Completion
EXCERPTED FROM AUDACIOUS GOALS: 
Building the Grow It Center; buzz magazine, Spring 2020

By Jennifer Houston, Emily Kelson ’21, and Jodi Bantley
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Visionary Society 

$100,000+

The Carter Family Foundation  
Diana and Robert Carter

Manitou Fund

Otto Bremer Trust

1971 Society 

$50,000+

The McNeely Foundation

Susan A. Misterek

Neighborhood STAR Program

Founders Society 

$25,000+ 

Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The 
Saint Paul Foundation

The Harlan Boss Foundation for 
the Arts  
Linda and Andy* Boss

Kopp Family Foundation

Robert D. Shumer

Sit Investment Associates, Inc.

Travelers

Twin Cities Society 

$10,000+

Reginald* and Francis* Coakley 
Ames Fund of Saint Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation

Virginia Arthur ‘17 (Honorary) and 
Thomas Haluska

F. R. Bigelow Foundation

Ann Sheldon Duff*

Ernest Grumbles

Rassule Hadidi

James B. Linsmayer Foundation

Mains’l Services, Inc.

Virginia J. McCain ‘74

Gertrude R. Shiely Charitable Trust

Arthur ‘80 and Ronnie Siegel

Mary K. Stern

Bruce F. Vento Science Educator 
Scholarship Fund of Saint Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation 
Susan and Bruce* Vento

Innovators Society 

$5,000+

Anonymous (1)

Jan and Paul Anderson

Charles R. Bengtson ‘94

BlueGreen Alliance

Community Foundation of  
New Jersey

Iris ‘90 and Peter Jay Kiedrowski

Joyce T. LeClaire ‘75

Jim ‘74 and Barbara* Lukaszewski

Roger and Nancy McCabe 
Foundation

Todd and Martha Nicholson Fund 
of the Nicholson Family Foundation

TKDA

Xcel Energy Foundations

Labyrinth Society 

$2,500+

Anonymous (1)

Frances H. Arthur

Mary Arthur

Christine M. Boese and Jennifer Sell

Cloud Security Alliance Minnesota

CVS Health Foundation

Lois West Duffy and Joe Duffy

Amy Strohmeier Gort

William Moore and Mary Wagner

Richard and Nancy Nicholson

D. William O’Brien ‘03

Oehlke Family Fund of Saint Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation 
C. Francis and Maryllis Oehlke

Kyle Swanson

Nancy & Jim Uden Charitable 
Giving Fund of Schwab Charitable 
Fund 
Nancy A. ‘88 and Jim Uden

Kathy and Steve Wellington

President’s Circle 

$1,000+

Anonymous (3)

Emmanuel A. Adeniran ‘17

Roberta A. Anderson ‘16

Anderson/Randolph-Anderson 
Family Charitable Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable 
Steven Anderson and Barbara 
Randolph-Anderson

Jeanette L. Augustson

Zeeshan M. Baig ‘05

Margot M. ‘19 and Christopher 
Barry

Allen and Elizabeth Bellas

Audrey Bergengren

Timothy Berry

Mary S. Bowman ‘88

BWBR Foundation

Beth E. Clausen

Mary K. Cosgrove ‘98

Judi ‘73 and John Dahlseng

Jay S. Delaney

Rita M. Dibble

Douglas ‘88 and Ann Dumas

Catherine A. Earley ‘98

Education Minnesota

Joseph C. Ellis II ‘19 (Honorary)

Samuel L. Farrand ‘17

Deb Gehrke

Brian K. Goodroad ‘92

Graves Foundation

Marcia Hagen

Kristine A. Hansen ‘07

Laura J. Hawkins ‘84

Tom and Cindy Hedgers Charitable 
Fund of Fidelity Charitable  
Cindy ‘01 and Tom Hedgers

Anne and Peter Heegaard 
Family Fund of the Minneapolis 
Foundation

Dina K. Inderlee ‘07

Kjersten L. Jaeb ‘11

James and Katherine Johnson

Wayne C. A. Johnson ‘74

Michelle L. Krone

Gregory J. Lais

Mark C. Larson ‘84 and Mary 
Kennedy

Jay Laughlin

Leslee LeRoux

Alan R. Lessik ‘88

Lee T. Litman ‘91

Linda M. McCann ‘06

Nancy McKillips

Brenda A. Merrill

MinneAnalytics

Minnesota Association of 
Professional Employees

Minnesota Nurses Association 
Foundation

Pedram Nastaean

New Wave Design and Verification

Colin B. Partridge ‘00

Delinda M. Price ‘13

Stephen L. Reed ‘05

Beth Russell

Saint Paul Rotary Foundation

Andrea Scarpa ‘00 and Lillian Hall 
Scarpa

Emily W. Seddon

SEIU Healthcare Minnesota

Rick Smith

Karen Sweet

Charles Tedder

Mary Jane Thompson ‘77

Joänne Tromiczak-Neid

United Food & Commercial Workers

Mary ‘87 and Rodney Von De Linde

Debra Vos ‘05

Youthprise

William ‘94 and Romi Zajicek

Metropolitan Club 

$500+

Anonymous (3)

Sandra L. Best ‘88

Queen E. Booker

Wendy M. Brekken

Dorene Bruns ‘01

Susan Bush

Virginia D. Carlson ‘83

Michelle Caron

Carrie Carroll

Communication Workers of 
America Minnesota State Council

Andrew Cseter

Rob B. Cunningham ‘00

Bilal A. Dameh ‘05

Bruce Drewlow

Crystal L. Fashant ‘11

Robyn Hansen and John Clarey

Pamela M. Hartley ‘97

Shelly Heller

The Susan Hoeffel Charitable 
Fund, Donor Advised Fund of U.S. 
Charitable Gift Trust

Michael Hull

Ezell Jones

Suhanthi Kamesh ‘01

Ochen D. Kaylan ‘08

Gary J. Ketch ‘96

Thank you!
The Foundation takes pride in recognizing those who help to preserve 
the quality education that Metropolitan State University provides. 
These donors have expressed their belief in our mission and have made 
an investment in the university’s long-term impact on our community. 
This list recognizes donors from July 1, 2020–June 30, 2021
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Les R. Klos, Jr. ‘79

Katherine J. Kraemer ‘01

Lawrence and Earlene Mascotti

Gregory R. Mellas

Michael G. O’Connor ‘92

John Owens ‘94 and Patricia Strong

Betty Brandt Passick ‘96

Carol M. Patnode ‘92

Kristin M. Payne ‘08

Daniel T. Segersin

Maia Sierra

Vicki A. Slagle ‘91

Glen and Linda ‘93 Stenlund

Mary J. Synnott

Katy Vermeer

Alan M. Walsh ‘08

Phyllis Webster ‘93

Elizabeth V. Weir ‘97

Richard Zehring

Scholars Club 

$100+

Anonymous (15)

Janice Aanenson

Maureen Acosta and John Milton

Anita D. Alexander ‘90

Marcia D. Anderson ‘77

Norma E. Anderson ‘76

Joe Arthur

Irving ‘98 and Beverly Aslakson

Antoinette and Blair Baker

Beverly J. Bakken ‘07

Michael T. Baldwin ‘75

Michael L. Banks ‘76

Mary S. Baumgartner Fidelity 
Charitable Donor Advised Fund

Jane Begich ‘10

Irene E. Bender ‘95

Tracy L. Bergstedt ‘06

Mark D. Bertram ‘92

Brenda L. Biebesheimer ‘98

Bruce A. Bong ‘92

Mark J. ‘82 and Susan E. Bonitz

Daniel B. Bostrom

Angela Bowlus

Thomas Boylan

Karl and Sharon Bozicevich

Michael ‘08 and Patricia Branch

Lorraine R. Brasket ‘82

Chris Brazelton ‘98

Dianne M. Brooke

Carl W. Brookins

Laura J. Broomell ‘92

Juliann E. Brovold ‘76

Naw D. Bu ‘16

Sharon J. Buettner ‘92

Kristin L. Burgess ‘11

Robert J. Burns ‘85

Leondias Butcher

Emanuel ‘08 and Teri Calderon

Margaret Caldwell 

James and Mary Charmoli

J. Melanie Christianson ‘11

Victor B. Cole

Nancy Connors

Jon E. Cook ‘01

Patrick J. Copeland ‘86

Jeanne O. Cornish

Jeremy and Misty Cotton

Margaret O. Crabbe ‘08

John and Laura Crosby ‘77

Kelly L. Delfs

Kejela T. Deressa ‘07

Diane DeRosier ‘05

Joan K. Detzler ‘01

Jennifer Dosch

Shirley J. Duncanson ‘83

Harvey L. Dundas ‘80

Quintin L. Dykes ‘07

Chad Eckes

Rebekah A. Egge ‘19

Peter J. Eichten

William R. Emory

R. Evelyn Engle ‘85

Joanne A. Englund ‘74

Rebecca J. Enos ‘89

Andrew Ervin ‘90

Ellen G. Etzkin ‘80

Ronald J. Falk ‘97

Timothy and Susan Fangel

Debra ‘97 and Charles Fastner

Shannon L. Feuerhelm ‘04

Findorff Charitable Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable 
Lucinda ‘87 and Karl Findorff

Michael and Margaret Fitzgerald

Suzanne C. Fitzgerald

Readus W. Fletcher

Eric Fotsch

Russell Fraenkel

Heidi L. Frankard

Christian W. Fredrickson ‘09

Tammy K. Fredrickson ‘91

Friede-Jaffee Family Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable 
Jay Jaffee ‘80 and Wendy Friede

Suzanne M. Gaines ‘97

Mark A. E. Gallagher ‘10

Reynold Galope

Robert F. Garland ‘87

Catherine A. Gasiorowicz ‘97

Kathryn Gilbert

Wayne R. Gilleland ‘97

Manley E. Glaubitz ‘79

Frank J. Grass ‘85

Sarah M. Dimick Gray

Michael D. Green

Charles A. Greenman ‘81

Elizabeth A. Grimes ‘00

Eric ‘06 and Patricia Grube ‘03

Diane L. Grund ‘85

Helene Haapala

Delores G. Hagen ‘88

John Hahn ‘07 and  
Melissa Reeder ‘11

Alexander A. Haluska

Anne Haluska

Owen S. Hansen ‘05

Rachel A. Hanson ‘12

Cynthia Harley

Charles P. Hartmann ‘89

Stanley J. Hatcher ‘93

Signe A. Heffern ‘97

Victor F. Hernandez ‘88

Stewart G. Hineline ‘96

Booker Hodges

Linda L. Hoffman ‘04

David K. Horn

Lawrence M. Hovind ‘16

Karen I. Howie ‘93

Kieran M. Hughes ‘89

Rachel Hughes

Ruby M. Hunt

Melissa J. Hysing

Karen A. Inderlee ‘88

Bob and Lucille Ingram Charitable 
Fund of Fidelity Charitable

David W. Jacobson

Linda D. Janni ‘95

Karin S. Jax

Dominic R. Jennen ‘16

Alvin and Margaret Johnson

Bruce and Janet Johnson

Carol K. Johnson ‘81

Daisy Johnson ‘84

Karen E. Johnson ‘98

Dennis D. Jones ‘01

Samantha and Anthony Joseph

Jacob Jurss

Nancy L. Kachel ‘80

Steve B. Katz

Kenneth S. Kelash ‘84

Dennis F. Kelly ‘97

Gretchen J. Kelly ‘95

John W. Kirchner ‘82

John H. Kohring

James S. Kosmo ‘76

Duane M. Kramer ‘74

Leslie A Krona ‘97

E. Ted Kuether ‘82

Janice Kwallek

Carol Lacey

Wendy S. Lane ‘88

Jill A. Larson-Vito ‘13

Lucky Lee ‘16

Mai Nyua Lee ‘19

Earlsworth Letang ‘05

David Levine

Therissa Libby

Michael D. Limanen ‘11

Martin and Marilyn Lipschultz

Kevin G. Locke ‘97

Heather C. Lou

Candace L. Lund

Thomas and Dolores Lyman Family 
Giving Fund of Fidelity Charitable

Kathryn M. Mahigan ‘99

Edward S. Malecki

Laura L. Mann ‘07

Marcia J. Marshall ‘03

Deborah Matthias-Anderson

Patricia McCann

Jeanette M. McCarthy ‘83

Dick and Regina McCarthy

Christine J J. McGing ‘18

Elizabeth A. McWhite ‘95

Michelle D. Mennicke ‘17

Salman S. Mian ‘01

Lisa M. Middag ‘04

Sheila ‘82 and John Mohr

Christopher J. Moore ‘08

Gau Y. Moua ‘07

Debra K. Mounsey ‘00

Joseph M. Murray ‘18

Natureview Landscaping Inc.

Stephanie Neid-Glenzinski and Mark 
Glenzinski

Raoul Raghunadha Nemani

Brian J. Nerney

Debra L. Newman ‘86

Suzanne R. Nielsen ‘97

Rosemary O’Donovan ‘83

Brent Olson

Duane C. Ostlund ‘78

Michael G. Padula ‘12

Theodore R. Page ‘96

Lorena A. Palm ‘79

John F. Parkos

Kathleen Kueppers Perkins

Scott J. Pilgram ‘10
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Christopher and Angela Pinkerton

Jeffrey Pool

Roger Prestwich

Project Pericles, Inc.

Christine M. Pulkrabek ‘97

Noriko and Chris Ramberg

Juan D. Rangel

Marquitta Ransom

Vadhindran K. Rao

Kraig and Erica Rasmussen

Judith Redman

Mary L. Reed ‘14

Dean M. Renstrom ‘90

Sandy J. Ricci ‘02

Kate Ries

Lily Robles

Robin S. Roland ‘09

Carl A. Ross ‘74

David R. Ross ‘02

Stephanie L. Roy ‘11

William Ruckel

Elizabeth Ryan and John Dietrich

Susan T. Rydell Donor Advised Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

Victoria Sadler

Deanna M. Sande ‘87

Amy M. Sands

Marjorie B. Savage

Lorinda Fraboni Schlauderaff ‘97

Jane ‘98 and Thomas Schultz

Steven J. Schultz ‘95

Arvid W. Schwartz ‘79

John and Karen Schwingler

Charles and Joy Shepard

Thomas H. Sieg

Patricia A. Sisti

Adam Smith

Jerie S. Smith ‘78

Sarah Mollet Staiger

Andrea M. Steen ‘11

Edward Sullivan

Maya Sullivan

John Sutherland

Jeffrey L. Thames

David J. Therkelsen ‘74

Norma J. Tillges ‘76

Mary Tingerthal and Conrad 
Soderholm

Nancy C. Traen ‘00

Kristine R. Tromiczak

Jay E. Troska ‘91

Ricardo P. Vallejos ‘15

Daniel J. Vannelli ‘90

Segundo M. Velasquez ‘92

Holly L. Ward ‘06

Monica Weber

Ronald C. Weeks ‘81

Kay S. Welsch

James P. White ‘76

Jesse S. Williams ‘14

Alane P. Wood ‘11

David Wood

Jo Woodward

Irene A. Wright ‘92

Ann Wynia

Curtis G. Yaeger ‘80

Valerie M. Yarbrough ‘00

Keith W. Ylinen ‘95

Carol Bormann Young

Kathleen and Rick Zieman

Kurt F. Zilley ‘90

Blue and White Club 

$1+

Anonymous (11)

Anne Abbott ‘81 and Stephen 
Nelson ‘79

Saed M. Abdi ‘18

Valen O. Ademodi ‘96

Oladepe A. Aghenu ‘17

Bradley T. Aguirre ‘05

Jean ‘78 and Lowell ‘78 Anderson

Matthew S. Anderson

Patricia M. Anderson ‘95

Lori M. Anthonsen ‘96

Janice R. Arneson ‘01

Anne L. Aronson

Douglas Arthur

Rick Arthur

Joan R. Askevold ‘94

Brittanie A. Aune ‘20

Michelle M. Austin ‘05

Theron J. Bach ‘04

Kondiway Bagana ‘19

Joe Bailey

Sloane Bailey

Jacquelyn Baker ‘77

Gary and Katherine Baribeau

Manikyam M. Batchu ‘91

Tonia Baxter

Gary R. Becklund ‘75

Kathleen Bednark ‘88 and Robert 
Pajala ‘87

Catherine M. Bell ‘94

Jill Bemis ‘79

Joann S. Benesh ‘90

Brielle S. Bernardy ‘14

Barbara A. Bicha ‘94

William A. Binder ‘78

Donna L. Blake ‘07

Cheri J. Bondy ‘92

Bill H. Bonkowske ‘02

Patrick and Marla Borer

Nancy J. Bork ‘94

Barbara Boulay

Emily Bowman

Karen ‘99 and John Brajdich

Robert W. Brennan ‘76

Kristina Brenner-Adam

Carol L. Bright ‘79

Vernon ‘84 and JoAnn ‘87 Brisse

Jacqueline J. Buettner ‘91

Mohamed H. Bulhan ‘20

Karen J. Campion ‘93

Kathryn M. Campion ‘97

Alfred E. Castillo

Norma S. Chambers ‘95

Sai Chang

Kristy Chen ‘14

Mary A. Christensen ‘94

Lizzie Christian

Larry and Jan Christopherson

Sandy Clark

Carol A. Clifton ‘96

Victoria P. Coffman ‘10

Earline Coleman ‘78

Kelly Collins

Jeremiah J. Conlon ‘06

Jean ‘76 and Lawrence Cook

Timothy P. Cotroneo ‘04

Cathleen Cotter

Colleen Coughlin

L Dee Cramer ‘76

Carole J. Cranbrook ‘83

Lynne S. Crupi ‘99

Stephanie A. Culhane ‘19

Shannon N. Cunningham

Ramin G. Daghigh

Fowsiya M. Dahir ‘13

Vitali Datsenko ‘97

Nancy Davis

Jewelean Davison

Joan L. Decker ‘99

Christina M. DeVries ‘18

Carol Dittberner ‘80

Judi I. Dorn ‘03

Mary L. Dorr

Gena Doyscher

Terrence M. Dragich ‘97

Timothy S. Dunsworth

Thomas G. Durand ‘79

Dianne K. Durushia ‘86

James R. Dziedzic ‘89

Thomas E. Echoles ‘91

Ronald J. Edlund ‘04

Maridee Farnquist Edwards ‘84

Ruth A. Ehmcke ‘82

Sammer Y. Elkhateeb ‘20

Janet M. Ellwanger ‘89

John Enga

Jerilyn M. Ezaki ‘83

Richard J. Fick ‘11

Michelle M. Filkins

Frank E. Filosi ‘00

Charles Finne

JaRon M. Flowers ‘16

Margo Fox ‘82

Hillary J. Freeman ‘75

Mia Freiberg

Adam B. Fullerton ‘11

Lorraine M. Gabbert

James M. Gaffney ‘06

Gina Garcia

Daniel P. Garry ‘10

Mary H. Gates

Sandra Sibley Gerick

The Dante Moreira Gilbert Donor 
Advised Fund of Renaissance 
Charitable Foundation

Sondra ‘90 and Dwaine Glasenapp

Jody M. ‘95 and Marty W. Glynn

Irene Gomez-Bethke ‘88*

Jessica Goodhart

Cynthia F. Goss ‘12

Jeannette G. Grace ‘02

Gilbert D. Gragert ‘01

Gordon H. Granroth ‘91

Sherdith A. Greenhagen ‘93

Elizabeth J. Grobel ‘92

Kelaine Haas

Theresa A. Hable ‘98

Constance P. Halfpenny ‘83

Beverly J. Hall ‘99

Michael D. Hally ‘10

L. Eileen Hamre ‘79

Craig and Karen Hansen

Rosanne H. Haupert ‘86

Judy Hawley

John ‘92 and Terri ‘77 Hawthorne

Thomas Helwig ‘14

Vila Her ‘07

Daniel V. Herbst

Connie J. Hessevick ‘13

Andrea M. Hevern ‘18

Marilyn Hanson Hickok ‘75

Robert and Kathleen Hochreiter
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Tanya M. Hogren ‘05

Susan Honsvall

Margaret H. Horning ‘91

Denise A. Housewright ‘03

Kim Hubertus ‘10

Ellen J. Hufschmidt ‘84

William W. Huttner ‘76

Michael J. Hynes ‘94

Elena Izaksonas

Julie A. Jacobson ‘11

Andrea D. Jenkins ‘99

Eileen Jimenez

Rita Jirik

Barbara D. Johnson ‘95

William E. Johnson ‘18

Jan Michael Joncas

Domonique M. Jones ‘18

Mary D. Jones ‘07

Robert J. Jung ‘95

Thulani L. Jwacu ‘05

Carrie L. Kappel ‘13

Lennie and Jill Kaufman

Anthony F. Keenan ‘92

Emily H. Kelson

William J. Kenney

Denise D. Kiehne ‘99

Thomas ‘89 and Elizabeth ‘95 
Kiekhafer

Jennie Kim

Juliana B. Kimball ‘80

Thomas and Ruth King

Daniel and Pamela ‘00 Kirk

Sheila ‘93 and Bill Kloeppner

Tamara Knapton

Richard ‘78 and Doris Knights

Barbara Knudtson

Sharon P. Knuth ‘91

John and Richelle Koller

Long S. Kong ‘99

Robert M. Kopp ‘01

Cordelia Korkowski

Dorbor Kpadeh ‘17

Candice L. Kraemer ‘85

William L. Krammer ‘90

Ruth A. Krueger

Alfred L. Kruger

Mathew A. Kunz

Ellen Jaeger LaBounta ‘83

Carren B. LaBrasseur ‘17

Peter and Nailejilej ‘03 LaFontaine

William A. Laing ‘78

Mary Beth Lakin

Karma T. Lama ‘18

Laurie L. Landwehr ‘18

Karen L. Lane ‘11

Susan A. Lang

Sylvia M. LaRocque

Mary C. Lebens ‘12

Malissa LeClaire

Lewis L. Lein ‘94

Katherine and Lance Lewin

Juanita O. Lewis

Ji Li

Patrick G. Lipinski ‘87

Lenora J. Lockwood ‘81

Jane P. Lundgren ‘77

Stella Lundquist ‘91

Mary ‘04  and Christopher Maas

Bonnie Ridley MacArthur ‘14

Edward Mack

Melissa Maier

Aparna Mandal ‘07

John B. Margot ‘08

Susan M. Marinaccio

Rae Joyce Marsyla ‘84

Andrew T. Marz ‘11

Lois M. Mazanec

Andrew McBride, II ‘90*

Michael T. McCabe ‘00

Mary A. McDonald

Ann M. McGlynn

Beryl T. McHale ‘94

Kenneth and Frances McIntosh

Patrick W. McQuiston ‘08

Cheryl and Bill Meyers

Eleanor M. Michelson ‘76*

C. Dennis Miller ‘85

David ‘83 and Liberia ‘91 Miller

John ‘93 and Patricia ‘89 Miller

Michelle Miller

Dulce Monterrubio

Paul F. Moore ‘76

Leslie Morrison

Tony A. Morrow ‘17

Deborah Mosby

Bee Moua

Mee Moua ‘12

Nforsi E. Moutchia ‘06

Thomas E. Muchlinski

Yasir Muhammad ‘14

Samuel M. Mwangi ‘01

Deane L. Neeley ‘99

Jerome A. Neid

Carol A. Nelson ‘98

Gloria A. Nelson ‘92

Larry E. Nelson ‘97

Kieu Oanh Nguyen ‘98

Arthur P. Niemi ‘78

Kimberly A. Noble

Mary ‘79 and Denis Novak

Roger C. Nutter ‘88

Fidelis E. Odozi ‘18

Susan Oeffling

Sandra Oehlke

Abimbola B. Oladipo ‘02

Ashley Oliver

Jeffery R. Olson ‘99

John J. O’Neill, Jr. ‘90

Susan Amos Palmer and Rod Palmer

Sandra L. Pappas ‘86

Dorothy ‘74 and Richard Pappenfus

Muriel L. Parker ‘99

Lora L. Patterson ‘89

Jeffrey P. Paulson ‘84

Shirley A. Paulson ‘97

Mitchell Penny

Siegfried ‘87 and Diane Plagens

Karen ‘00 and James ‘80 Porath

Nancy K. Przymus ‘03

Christopher M. Quinzon ‘16

Alana M. Ramadan ‘00

Tara Rasch

Yvonne RB-Banks

Jennifer J. Rechtfertig ‘16

Carol A. Reid

Victoria A. Reinhardt ‘96

Joe and Chris Rider

Andrew M. Riley ‘12

Katherine M. Riordan ‘13

Katherine M. Ritchie ‘96

Lucia Rivas

Jennie L. Rodlund ‘97

Robert H. Rosen ‘76

Ruth M. Rosseau ‘12

David S. Rossi ‘84

Kevin K. Rotich ‘16

Eric C. Rowell ‘02

Abebe B. Rumicho ‘17

James ‘73 and Sharon Sable

Kunchok Sangpo ‘17

Saajine Sathappan

James Scheibel

John W. Schenck ‘94

Karla J. Schermerhorn ‘11

Pamela A. Schik ‘12

Julie A. Schlak ‘12

Corey Schmitz

Daniel B. Schneider ‘86

Lorelei Schroeder

Loretta Schuft

Kathleen and Alan Schultz

Kurt L. Schultz

Frances and John Serpe

Diana L. Seyb ‘84

Rupesh Shah ‘10

Syed S. Shah ‘15

Jessie A. Shapiro

Kyle W. Shegstad ‘17

Yvonne D. Shirk ‘00

Noah J. Simcox ‘97

Vicky Simon ‘10

Paul A. Sinclair ‘79

Scott V. Skaro ‘07

Sara K. Slettum ‘19

Stephanie L. Small ‘99

Thomas E. Smith ‘98

Gerald K. Sognesand ‘78

Disha Soni ‘18

Carol D. Sonnenberg ‘83

Kate K. Southwick

Merrilee G. Spaeth ‘05

Peg and Donald Speidel

William R. Stark

Alejandra Stein

Alexander K. Stephens ‘01

Ellen C. Stewart

Maureen A. Stolley ‘11

Shirley Stone

Janis M. Stoven ‘95

Sue J. Stromquist

Donna M. Surfus ‘93

Candace M. Sweet ‘06

Angela Sylvester

Denise and William Tendle

Elizabeth D. Theis ‘13

Duane R. Thofson ‘19

Mark A. Thomas ‘05

Gary L. Thornburg ‘84

David ‘10 and Sherry Tokkesdal

Jeremy L. Tri ‘99

Paul and Carol Tromiczak

Veronique T. Tsafack ‘14

Nancy G. Valento ‘97

Tracy Van Der Leeuw

Courtney L. Vanderlinde ‘11

Deanna M. Vinzant ‘05

Daniel F. Vogel ‘87

Alice M. Vollmar ‘84

Lydia A. Volz ‘89

Sally Strong Walker ‘13

Matt J. Warren ‘08

Carolyn M. Weber ‘90

Robert S. Webster ‘90

Helen C. Welter

Betty S. Wentworth ‘81

Shanasha O. Whitson ‘00
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Elizabeth L. Wiley ‘10

Hollis B. Willeford ‘09

James J. Williams ‘82

Cheryl A. Williamson ‘90

Roger B. Willow ‘92

Thomas M. Wilson ‘97

Joan Wittman

Martin T. Wuno ‘95

Gayle Yamry ‘19

Yoeuth Yan ‘95

Mohammad ‘08 and Sarah ‘21 Zafar

*Deceased

The recognition extended to our 
donors listed is one small way 
to say thank you. Every effort 
has been made to ensure that 
the list is accurate. If your name 
has been omitted, misspelled or 
misplaced, we apologize. Please 
contact us at 
foundation@metrostate.edu
so our records can be corrected 
and gifts properly acknowledged. 
On behalf of Metropolitan State 
University faculty, staff, and 
students, thank you to all our 
generous donors. We value your 
dedication to our university 
and thank you for being a part of 
our community.

First-Generation 
College Students

PhooPh to CreC eeeeeereeCreeditditdddiditditiiititttd tditd tttdiditditditttdid tdd ::: J: J: J: JJ: J: J: J: J:: J::::::: efffefffffe AcAcA henhen
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Legacy Circle Donors 

We wish to acknowledge 
the following donors 
for their generosity in 
including Metropolitan 
State University in their 
estate plans.
Anonymous (5)

Dorene Bruns ‘01

Bill and Ann* Bushnell

Jay S. Delaney

Tim J. Doherty ‘94

Joseph C. Ellis II ‘19 (Honorary)

Joan Hershbell ‘79 and Gary 
Johnson

Dennis F. Kelly ‘97

Iris ‘90 and Peter Jay Kiedrowski

Alan R. Lessik ‘88

Jim ‘74 and Barbara* Lukaszewski

Virginia J. McCain ‘74

Nancy McKillips

Susan A. Misterek

Marilyn Molen

Nan Nelson

Molly Sullivan ‘97

Craig Vinje and Martha Klager Vinje

Mary ‘87 and Rodney Von De Linde

Debra Vos ‘05

Richard Zehring

Loyalist Circle Donors 

It is our pleasure to give 
special recognition to 
those donors who have 
shown their loyalty 
to Metropolitan State 
University through 10 or 
more consecutive years 
of giving.

Anonymous (1)

Irving ‘98 and Beverly Aslakson

Gary R. Becklund ‘75

Joann S. Benesh ‘90

William A. Binder ‘78

Mary S. Bowman ‘88

Karl and Sharon Bozicevich

Juliann E. Brovold ‘76

Sharon J. Buettner ‘92

Robert J. Burns ‘85

Mary A. Christensen ‘94

Jean ‘76 and Lawrence Cook

Patrick J. Copeland ‘86

Judi ‘73 and John Dahlseng

Kejela T. Deressa ‘07

Harvey L. Dundas ‘80

Janet M. Ellwanger ‘89

R. Evelyn Engle ‘85

Russell Fraenkel

Mark A. E. Gallagher ‘10

Robert F. Garland ‘87

Wayne R. Gilleland ‘97

Manley E. Glaubitz ‘79

Constance P. Halfpenny ‘83

Beverly J. Hall ‘99

Pamela M. Hartley ‘97

Charles P. Hartmann ‘89

Margaret H. Horning ‘91

Karen I. Howie ‘93

Kieran M. Hughes ‘89

Linda D. Janni ‘95

Ochen D. Kaylan ‘08

Gretchen J. Kelly ‘95

Iris ‘90 and Peter Jay Kiedrowski

John W. Kirchner ‘82

Sheila ‘93 and Bill Kloeppner

Cordelia Korkowski

Candice L. Kraemer ‘85

E. Ted Kuether ‘82

William A. Laing ‘78

Wendy S. Lane ‘88

Lee T. Litman ‘91

Kevin G. Locke ‘97

Laura L. Mann ‘07

Virginia J. McCain ‘74

Jeanette M. McCarthy ‘83

Dick and Regina McCarthy

Beryl T. McHale ‘94

Patrick W. McQuiston ‘08

Lisa M. Middag ‘04

Sheila ‘82  and John Mohr

Todd and Martha Nicholson Fund 
of the Nicholson Family Foundation

Denis and Mary Novak

Mary ‘79 and Denis Novak

C. Francis and Maryllis Oehlke

Lorena A. Palm ‘79

Sandra L. Pappas ‘86

Dorothy ‘74 and Richard Pappenfus

Betty Brandt Passick ‘96

Kristin M. Payne ‘08

Noriko and Chris Ramberg

Kraig and Erica Rasmussen

Victoria A. Reinhardt ‘96

Sandy J. Ricci ‘02

Susan T. Rydell

Deanna M. Sande ‘87

Daniel T. Segersin

Frances and John Serpe

Thomas H. Sieg

Carol D. Sonnenberg ‘83

Linda ‘93 and Glen Stenlund

Norma J. Tillges ‘76

Joänne Tromiczak-Neid

Nancy G. Valento ‘97

Debra Vos ‘05

Carolyn M. Weber ‘90

Ronald C. Weeks ‘81

Kathy and Steve Wellington

Kay S. Welsch

Betty S. Wentworth ‘81

James P. White ‘76

David Wood

Richard Zehring

Kathleen and Rick Zieman

Memorials

In memory of  
Charles Patrick Arthur
Douglas Arthur

Frances H. Arthur

Joe Arthur

Mary Arthur

Rick Arthur

Virginia Arthur ‘17 (Honorary) and 
Thomas Haluska

Sloane Bailey

Margaret Caldwell

Nancy Connors

Colleen Coughlin

Rita M. Dibble

Michael Hull

Katherine and Lance Lewin

Susan M. Marinaccio

Patricia A. Sisti

Alejandra Stein

Shirley Stone

In memory of  
Salvador Punti Costa
Martin and Marilyn Lipschultz

In memory of  
Irene M. Gomez-Bethke
Virginia Arthur ‘17 (Honorary) and 
Thomas Haluska

In memory of Jane E. Jensen
Mary S. Baumgartner Fidelity 
Charitable Donor Advised Fund

In memory of  
Douglas Knowlton
Roberta A. Anderson ‘16

In memory of  
Barbara Lukaszewski
Jim Lukaszewski ‘74

In memory of Rita Dibble’s 
Mother; Pushpa Mehrotra
Debra Vos ‘05

In memory of  
Elizabeth S. Shippee
Nancy McKillips

In memory of Daunte Wright
Roberta A. Anderson ‘16

Virginia Arthur ‘17 (Honorary) and 
Thomas Haluska

Honorariums 
Anonymous 
ARC Day of Honoring, Learning, 
and Action

Anonymous 
In honor of Birtukan Abebe

Anonymous 
In honor of Virginia Arthur

Anonymous 
In honor of Leylo Boru

Anonymous 
In honor of Faisal Kaleem and Joe 
Klein

Anonymous 
In honor of Mai Nyua Lee

Anonymous 
In honor of Chris Mikesell

Anonymous 
In honor of Susan Misterek, Denise 
Williams and Queen Booker

Anonymous 
In honor of Deborah Mosby

Anonymous 
In honor of Debra Vos

Abbie, Annie and Alex  
In honor of President Arthur 

Roberta A. Anderson ‘16 
ARC Day of Honoring, Learning  
and Action

Virginia Arthur ‘17 (Honorary) and 
Thomas Haluska 
In honor of Charles Shepard

Joe Bailey 
In honor of Deborah Mosby

Barbara Beltrand 
In honor of Debra Vos

Linda and Andy* Boss 
In honor of Debra Vos

Chris Brazelton ‘98 
In honor of Jaia Johnson

Carl W. Brookins 
In honor of Debra Vos

Leondias Butcher 
In honor of Debra Vos

Sandy Clark 
In honor of Deborah Mosby

Kelly L. Delfs 
In honor of Deborah Mosby

Rita M. Dibble 
In honor of Ramin Daghigh, James 
Densley, Diane DeRosier, Wilson 
Garland, Sarah Dimick Gray, Shelly 
Heller, Pa Her, Steve Reed and 
Charles Tedder 

Timothy S. Dunsworth 
In honor of Debra Vos

Adrienne Falcon 
In honor of Debra Vos

Michelle M. Filkins 
In honor of Deborah Mosby

Suzanne C. Fitzgerald 
Emerita recognition; donation in 
lieu of plaque
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Mary H. Gates
In honor of Debra Vos

Michael D. Green
In honor of Debra Vos

Robyn Hansen and John Clarey
In honor of Debra Vos

Stanley J. Hatcher ‘93
In honor of Deborah Mosby

Anne and Peter Heegaard
In honor of Debra Vos

David K. Horn
In honor of Debra Vos

Ruby M. Hunt
In honor of Debra Vos

Karin S. Jax
ARC Day of Honoring, Learning 
and Action

Lennie and Jill Kaufman
In honor of Debra Vos

Susan A. Lang
In honor of Debra Vos

Baorong Li
In honor of Debra Vos

Edward Mack
In honor of Debra Vos

Edward S. Malecki
In honor of Debra Vos

Zachary Mensinger
In honor of Debra Vos

Nancy Miller
In honor of Debra Vos

Mallory Mitchell
In honor of Debra Vos

Brian J. Nerney
Emeritus recognition; donation in 
lieu of plaque

New Wave Design and Verification
In honor of Ryan Hankins

Eve Nichols
In honor of Debra Vos

Richard and Nancy Nicholson
In honor of Maureen Acosta

Sandra Oehlke
In honor of Debra Vos

John Owens ‘94 and Patricia Strong
In honor of Debra Vos

Christine M. Pulkrabek ‘97
In honor of Debra Vos

Noriko and Chris Ramberg
In honor of Debra Vos

Yvonne RB-Banks
In honor of Deborah Mosby

Elizabeth Schaefer
In honor of Debra Vos

Lorelei Schroeder
In honor of Debra Vos

Emily W. Seddon
In honor of Debra Vos

Carol Bormann Young
Emerita recognition; donation in 
lieu of plaque

Richard Zehring
In honor of Debra Vos

Jeanette Augustson 
HealthPartners Institute, Executive 

Director of Operations

Zeeshan Baig ‘05  (Treasurer)
Entegris, Inc., Finance Manager

Christine Boese (Chair)
Regions Hospital, VP of Patient Care 

Services/Chief Nursing Officer

Wendy Brekken 
Old National Bank, Chief Financial 

Planning Officer

Robert Carter 
Summit Mortgage Corporation, CEO

Joseph Ellis (Second Vice Chair)
SPAC Development Group and 

Honorary Alum 2019 

Ezell Jones 
Fifth Quarter Enterprise LLC 

Founder and Managing Director

Suhanthi Kamesh ‘01
Wells Fargo, SVP and CAO

Ochen Kaylan ‘08 (Secretary)
Ochen K, General Counsel

Leslee A. LeRoux
TKDA, Chief Marketing and Business 

Development Officer

Gregory Lais
Wilderness Inquiry, Founder

Jay Laughlin
Xcel Energy Inc, VP Engineering & 

Technical Services

Michael O’Connor ‘92
Medtronic, Director Strategy and 

Project Management

Colin Partridge ‘00
Carlson Travel, HR Director

Beth Russell
University of St. Thomas, Adjuct Faculty

Richard Smith (Vice Chair)
Travelers, Regional President

Nancy Uden ‘88
Metropolitan State University Alumni 

Board President

Rita Dibble 
Metropolitan State University 
Foundation Executive Director

Metropolitan State University Foundation 
Board of Trustees • 2020-2021

PhoPPhoPhoto t CreCreditditditdit: J: J: J: Jeff effff ffffeff AAcAchenn
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Thank you from the Chair

On behalf of the Metropolitan State University 
Foundation Board of trustees, I thank you for 
supporting the university and its students. 

As Metro State celebrates 50 years of breaking down 
barriers to education, you can be proud to partner 
with a university that champions innovation in higher 
education.

Last year members of the Metro family; alumni, 
friends, and corporate and foundation partners gave 
over $1.2 million to advance our mission. Your support 
of scholarships, programs, and student emergency 
grants provided the vote of confidence that is a gift 
beyond dollars to Metro State students. 

We begin each Foundation meeting with a mission 
moment. Students and alumni with impressive 
accomplishments tell us how their degree has 
transformed their lives. I am touched by the genuine 
gratitude they express for Metro State.  We count 

ourselves fortunate to have the chance to hear firsthand 
about the impact of our work on behalf of the 
university. This impact report is your 
opportunity to experience a mission 
moment by reading our alumni and 
student stories. 

The stories in the 2020-21 
impact report illustrate a 
few of the ways Metro State, 
her students and alumni will 
continue to achieve great things 
for the next 50 years fueled by 
your philanthropy. 

Warm Regards,

Christine Boese

Metropolitan State University 
Foundation Board Chair
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WHERE TO GIVE

You can choose what you’d like 
your contribution to support.

Metro Fund: Support for the areas 
of greatest need for our students 
and the university. 

Scholarship Funds: Support 
students who have exhausted state 
and federal funding options and 
need your help to complete their 
education.

Program Funds: Support a college, 
program, or student services.

For the full list of options for 
designating your gift, visit www.
metrostate.edu/give/give-now.

HOW TO GIVE

There are many ways to make 
a gift to the Metropolitan State 
University Foundation. Choose 
what works best for you.

Online: Make a gift online with 
your credit card at www.metrostate.

edu/give/give-now. You can make 
a one-time contribution or set up a 
monthly gift.

Check or EFT: Send a check for a 
one-time gift or a voided check to 
set up a monthly gift via electronic 
funds transfer (EFT). 

Donor-Advised Funds: Make a gift 
through a grant from your donor-
advised fund. 

Tribute Gifts: Pay tribute to a loved 
one with an honorary or memorial 
gift in their name online or via 
check. 

Corporate Matching Gifts: Check 
with your employer to see if they 
offer a matching gift program 
to double the impact of your 
contribution!

Stock: Your gift of appreciated 
stock could be a tax-wise way 
to support Metropolitan State 
University. visit www.metrostate.
edu/give/ways-to-give for more 
information.

Qualified Charitable Distribution 
from your IRA: If you are 70 ½ 
or older, you can make a rollover 
gift up to $100,000 directly 
from your IRA to Metropolitan 
State University Foundation—
known as a qualified charitable 
distribution (QCD). The check 
must come directly from your 
financial institution to Metro State 
Foundation.

LEGACY GIVING

You can make sure your family is 
taken care of while also making 
the best gift of your lifetime to 
Metropolitan State University 
Foundation. To learn more about 
leaving a legacy, visit  
metrostate.giftlegacy.com.  

YOUR INVESTMENT WILL 
BENEFIT METROPOLITAN 
STATE UNIVERSITY AND  
OUR STUDENTS FOR YEARS 
TO COME.

No matter what you give to or 
how you give, your annual support 

of Metro State benefits not only 
the university but our entire 
community. Thank you!

We make it easy for you to give

$137,177

$598,980

$486,427

DONOR GIVING
by type of support

METRO FUND

PROGRAMS

SCHOLARSHIPS
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700 East Seventh Street
Saint Paul, Minnesota

55106-5000

Metropolitan State University is a comprehensive, urban, public university.  
The university is regionally accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.
This information is available in alternative formats upon request by contacting the Center for Accessibility Resources,  
accessibility.resources@metrostate.edu or 651-793-1549.
An equal opportunity educator and employer.
We are proud to be a military-friendly university, nationally recognized for providing a high standard of 
programming and assistance to those who have served in the United States Armed Forces. 9/2021 1800

Metropolitan State University Foundation
700 East Seventh Street • Saint Paul, MN 55106-5000 • Phone: 651-793-1801

foundation@metrostate.edu
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